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DNA law delay knocks
fight against crime”

MICHAEL BLEBY '
Writer at Large

PARLIAMENT's failure this week to
finalise a proposed law that would

system put back the fight against
violent crime and could mean a new

the bill would need to start again
bili said yesterday.

The ad hoc committee serutini-
cedures) Amendment Bill decided on

Monday to adjourn .its_discussions

formed in the next Parfiament. .. - -
The’ proposed Taw would expand

the legislation, citing questions about

establish an extensive DNA profiling -
committee convened to - scrutinise
from scratch after the April 22.
election, a campaigner pushing the

sing the Criminal Law (Forensic Pro- -

and leavethe finalisation of the leg- i
islation to a new: committee to-he

police databases — containing about:
120 000 DNA profiles — to include”
these of all prisoners and,. subse- "
quently, those of all people arrested. .-

The committee’s failure to finalise

< InAatc )
uscenies <against listed profiles and
~identify perpetrators of crimes with

implementation of -the: bill and jts"
constitutionality, -took . it ‘beyond the-

no.'rm'al bounds of committee respon-
sibility, said Vanessa Lynch, execu-

tive director of The DNA Project, a

Cape Town-based nonprofit organi- -
sation campaigning for the creation

.of a DNA profiling system.

“It’s unfortunate and unusual that

_the portfelio committee took on the
responsibility of an iniplementation -

plan,” Lynch said at a media briefing
yesterday. “The new committee will

~have 't0 select  new: members. - If

they’re not the same, we will have to
startfromscrateh” -

.~ At stake is the creation of a vastly -
expanded and “better resourced

-.database that would eventually con-

tain: DNAprofiles of anyone arrested

;0" 8A, ‘Whether. or not they were
~charged, convicted or acquitted.

The: database wouild be used to
“evidence found at  crime

an dccuracy not possibie at present.
An‘equivalent system it operation

UK contains the DNA profiles

~of 5% of the population,
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