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W
hen South Africa’s DNA Act was
signed into law in January this year,
many thought the police would start
building up a database of convicted
criminals that would see more
lawbreakers behind bars.

Some hoped crime rates would quickly plummet. But
the work of the DNA Project is, in a sense, just beginning.
This is according to its executive director Vanessa Lynch,
who founded the project, virtually on her own, in 2004
after her father was murdered during a house robbery.

“Up to 70% of DNA is found on the victim’s clothing in
contact crimes, but my dad’s clothes were thrown away at
the hospital,” she says. “Furthermore, well-meaning friends
cleaned up the crime scene as they didn’t want my family
and I to see it.”

Unwittingly, they wiped away possible traces of the
killers. This is one of the many reasons the DNA Project is
raising general awareness on how to protect crime scenes.

For 10 intense years, Lynch has forged relationships
with the police and government, and has lobbied
parliamentarians as she worked to get a new DNA Act
on our statute books.

The former Cape Town commercial attorney, who gave
up her lucrative job to concentrate on the DNA Project,
secured funding for it, studied the Criminal Procedure Act
and learnt the scientific principles of DNA analysis.

Spend an hour with this dynamic, determined woman
and you will be astounded, as much by her energy and
unflagging spirit as by the knowledge that South Africa,
with one of the highest crime rates in the world, has a lot
of catching up to do on the DNA front.

The goal is to match more offenders with their crimes –
including many who break the law more than once – to
exonerate the wrongly accused and to crack “cold” cases.

Anyone who watches the show CSI on TV will hear the
term “DNA database”.

One of the world’s most famous pictures of a DNA sample
being collected is of former Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein
having his mouth swabbed. It was done as he was hauled
out of the hole in the ground where he was hiding. It’s that
easy, but creating a DNA database definitely is not.

Countries with well-developed DNA databases are able to
solve crimes by collecting biological samples, such as a
semen trace on clothing or a hair on a coat, from crime
scenes. These are analysed for a DNA profile, which is
entered on a database. Everyone who is arrested is
profiled. In time, as this database grows, so police and
investigators will be able to match offenders with a profile.

“This makes huge sense in a country like ours, which has
a high incidence of recidivism [repeat offences],” says Lynch.

This has obvious implications for serial killers and
rapists who, once caught, can be linked to other crimes
they have committed “because the science behind DNA
[deoxyribonucleic acid] is objective and certain,”
says Lynch.

She hopes the DNA Act will become operational on
January 30 2015.

“The act forces the police to take samples of convicted
people and people they arrest,” she says.

“We need to teach police how to take DNA samples and
a pilot project is now under way in Gauteng. Magistrates
and prosecutors need to learn about the new act too, as
do those in the medical services.”

An oversight board also needs to be set up. It will
comprise five members of the public and five from
government departments, including health, correctional
services, justice, and the Civilian Secretariat for Police
Services.

With her vast knowledge of DNA profiling, Lynch hopes
she will be a member of that board.

“We are now at a critical stage,” she says. “We have to
start putting profiles on the database. We can’t wait for a
perfect scenario before we press the ‘on’ button.”

She believes by starting off slowly, with fewer
samples, there will be less pressure in terms of
loading profiles.

The woman on whose slim shoulders rest the
hopes of many a crime-weary South Africans
says the pressure on her over the past decade
has been intense.

She copes with the help of a supportive
husband and daughter, and lets off steam by
cycling in the Cape mountains with her two
ridgeback dogs. “I won’t give up,” she declares. “I
am driven by something deep within me, as well as
the knowledge that this DNA database is one of many
tangible solutions for the resolution of crime.”

See the highlights of the Winning Women Seminar: The Role of
Men in the Fight Against Gender-Based Violence on CNBC Africa,

DStv channel 410, on Wednesday at 9.15pm during the Women
on Wealth slot. Winning Women will return on January 11
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Vanessa Lynch, the founder of the DNA Project,
has devoted the last decade of her life to
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DON’T DISTURB A CRIME SCENE! IT’S NO GAME.

Spot the difference
FIND 6 PIECES OF MISSING DNA EVIDENCE IN THE PICTURE ON THE RIGHT. To find the solutions go to http://dnaproject.co.za/spot-the-difference

D Don’t touch!

N Note, record, observe

A Assist police officers

C Careful! Contamination

S Secure the crime scene

I Insist no-one interferes

Attend a FREE workshop on how to protect CRIME SCENE EVIDENCE contact info@dnaproject.co.za

www.dnaproject.co.za

THE DNA Project, an NGO, pro-
vides free crime scene awareness
workshops which aim to give the
public a basic understanding of
how DNA profiling assists in criminal
investigations and the importance
of preserving valuable DNA evi-
dence found at crime scenes.

Why should you attend one of these
workshops? To learn how important
DNA evidence is to an investigation and
how to secure a crime scene.
Who should attend? First on
crime scene responders, community
members, CPF’s, paramedics, SAPS
and security guards.
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Business tip: Strive for excellence, not perfection!
Mentor: My father. I have found myself applying the life
lessons he taught me in these years after his death.
Business Book: The Elegance of the Hedgehog, by Muriel
Barbery. It defies stereotypes and reminds us that genius is
not always found where we expect it.
Inspiration: I am moved by those who turn suffering and
adversity into positive action. Theodore Roosevelt sums it up
perfectly: ‘I have never in my life envied a human being who
led an easy life. I have envied a great many people who led
difficult lives and led them well.’
Wow! moment: The day the DNA Bill was approved by
Parliament – August 22 2013. I sat alone in the National
Assembly and felt that I had done something worthwhile in
my life.
Life lesson: It is as important to think globally as it is to
act locally.
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WINNING WOMEN SEMINAR

To mark the end of the 16 Days of Activism for
No Violence Against Women and Children, City
Press, along with CNBC Africa, will be hosting a
seminar on December 9 entitled The Role of Men
in the Fight Against Gender-Based Violence.

On the panel are Patrick Shai, actor and
gender activist; Mbuyiselo Botha of Sonke Gender
Justice; and Meshack Kekana, the founder of
Dads in the Picture.

The seminar is supported by 1st for Women.
If you’d like a place in the studio audience,

please email projects@citypress.co.za or SMS
34263 with SEMINAR in the subject line. SMSes
cost R1.50 each.

Bill Gates: DNA is like a computer program but far,
far more advanced than any software ever created

MOYAGABO MAAKE
moyagabo.maake@citypress.co.za

Five years after irregularities were uncovered
during an audit of its books, African Dawn
Capital has yet to clean up the mess.

Last week, the niche finance house said it
was forced to take cash preservation measures
after its application to the SA Revenue Service
(Sars) to write off portions of a previous tax
debt failed to yield a firm outcome.

The board has made provision for the full tax
debt, and approved the first tranche of funds to
be allocated once the Sars issue is resolved.

CEO Jacques Groenewald and financial
director Eben van Heerden did not respond to
requests for comment. Sars cited taxpayer
confidentiality.

In 2009, auditors found African Dawn and its
subsidiaries failed to pay tax or submit tax
returns for more than one financial period. The
application stems from that.

A 2011 circular to raise R36.7 million
estimated the tax bill at R14 million, including
penalties and interest.

Auditors also found it misrepresented
information in financial statements for 2008
and 2009, leading to hundreds of millions of
rands in adjustments; and found evidence of
fraud at a subsidiary, including misuse of funds,
unsubstantiated journal entries and two sets of
financials for the same period.

They took it to the Independent Regulatory
Board for Auditors which found its former
auditor Nicolaas van Dyk guilty of charges
related to the company and to related company
Alliance Mining, whose profits were overstated
by R116 million. Alliance was liquidated.

At the time the August 2009 interim reports
were released, African Dawn said it had hired
specialist forensic accountant Romlab
Consultants, whose preliminary findings were
so serious it reported them to the police’s
commercial branch.

The Financial Services Board investigated
insider trading, prohibited trading practices and
false statements.

Recently, it fined former Watermark Securities
trader David Sweeney R1 million for his role in
propping up the share between September and
October 2008.

He is the third person, after former African
Dawn CEO Marius van Tonder and a Watermark
portfolio manager, to be fined in connection
with the saga.

Tembisa Marele, the regulator’s spokesperson,
said Sweeney was fined for 23 instances of
improper and manipulative trading practices.

“I was a dealer at Watermark who executed
transactions on instructions,” Sweeney told City
Press. “My error as a dealer was not to
question the potential impact that the execution
of an instruction would have on the share
price. For this I have acknowledged my fault
and been sanctioned accordingly.”

Van Tonder told the regulator last December
that he and Sweeney had worked together. Van
Tonder had “invested significantly” in African
Dawn’s shares and single stock futures
contracts, and as the share price kept plunging
during September and October 2008, he
claimed Sweeney advised him to buy shares to
prop up the price.

He made funds available to Sweeney to
execute this strategy, a claim Sweeney denied.
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