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THANK YOU FOR DOING YOUR TAX HONESTLY

TAX SEASON

CLOSES

21 NOVEMBER 

2014
TAXTIP #10 The Tax deadline is 21 November 2014.

Submit on time to avoid penalties

Non-provisional taxpayers must submit their annual income tax returns by 21 November

Submit via eFiling or electronically at a SARS branch

Remember to complete your return honestly and accurately

If you experience challenges, talk to us before it’s too late

TIME TO GO: Zoliswa Maci, right, and her son Lelethu at home on the property of the Desmond Tutu HIV Foundation in
Masiphumelele. They will be evicted from the property by the end of the year. PICTURE: YAZEED KAMALDIEN

Tutu foundation evicting family
YAZEED KAMALDIEN

ONE OF Archbishop Emeritus
Desmond Tutu’s foundations is
evicting a family from its prop-
erty, leaving them homeless
and begging for the global
peace icon to come to their aid.

The eviction marks a turn-
ing point in the lengthy battle
between Zoliswa Maci, her
three grown children aged 18 to
22, and the Desmond Tutu HIV
Foundation.

In 2007, the foundation
bought a piece of land in
Guinea Fowl Road in Masi-
phumelele, near Ocean View. It
built a youth centre on the
land.

Maci, her estranged hus-
band Crossby Maci and three
children had already been liv-
ing on the land for 10 years. The
foundation claims it offered to
relocate the family, while Maci
says its offers have not been
ideal.

Talks between the parties
led nowhere, and in August the
foundation got an eviction
order from the Simon’s Town

Magistrate’s Court.
Linda-Gail Bekker, the foun-

dation’s chief operating offi-
cer, said they had been paying
the family’s water and electric-
ity accounts since buying the
land.

“The family used our
water facilities and never
paid any contribution to
rates. This continued for a
number of
years while we
continued to
fund raise for
the youth cen-
tre building.
On at least two
occasions a tap
was left on for
weeks with an
astronomical
impact on the water bill. No
effort was made to let us
know or intervene.”

Then the foundation needed
to extend its buildings, and the
family were asked to move.

Bekker said they had on
“numerous occasions tried to
reach a reasonable compro-
mise, including a cash payout”.

“We had warned Mrs Maci
that we had no choice but to
move on with a plan to ask the
courts to intervene,” she added.

“In our opinion, a person
who has been accommodated
extensively for seven years
rent-free… is now impeding the
full activities of a project
which has benefits for many
hundreds, if not thousands of

youth in the
area.”

Bekker said
that when the
f o u n d a t i o n
bought the
land, the Maci
family had
lived in a
“rather ram-
shackle shack”.

Maci’s husband signed a
written agreement with the
previous landowner, Brian Cur-
tis, who employed him as a
labourer and watchman on the
property. It was used as a build-
ing yard site at the time.

“As part of his remunera-
tion as watchman, Crossby and
his immediate family are 

entitled to live in premises at
the yard,” the agreement says.

Maci says she’s stranded,
with her only income from
working two days a week as a
domestic worker.

Her husband “left me in 2010
because we had financial prob-
lems”. Two of her children
“are living with friends”.

Maci said she wanted to
meet Tutu.

“I have never met Desmond
Tutu. I would ask him for a
place to stay. I don’t want to be
on the street.

“I have lived here for 17
years. I have friends here and I
pray at the church every night
for help. The court said I must
move at the end of December.” 

Maci said the foundation
“tried to rent a place for me”.

“But I’m scared of the rent.
What if they stop paying the
rent? I’m not working.”

Bekker said they had
“offered alternative living
arrangements”, but “spare
plots in Masiphumelele are
very hard or impossible to get”.

‘I have lived
here for 17
years. I have
friends here.’

530 die in a year
of gang violence
CARYN DOLLEY

MORE than 500 people have
been murdered in gang inci-
dents in the Western Cape in a
year.

And nearly 500 firearms
linked to gangsters were confis-
cated in the same period.

Gang violence has flared up
in a number of areas around
the city and the provincial
police’s annual report sheds
some light on the extent of the
problem.

In the report police admit
that: “Gang violence has
increased alarmingly.”

Suspected gang shootings
continued this week and the
topic was the centre of heated
debate in the provincial legisla-
ture in the past few days.

While police don’t provide
statistics dealing  specifically
with gang violence, their
provincial annual report
revealed what had happened in
the year from April 1 last year
to March 31 this year.

It showed that:
● 530, or 18.22 percent, of

the 2 909 murders in the
province were gang-related.

● 1 086 attempted murders,
of a total of 3 363 such crimes,
were gang-related.

● 311 bystanders became
victims in gang incidents.

● 497 firearms linked to
gangs were confiscated.

● Mitchells Plain, followed
by Bishop Lavis, then Delft,
Elsies River and Philippi had
the highest number of gang-
related murders.

The report said gang activ-
ity was spreading in areas such
as Nyanga, Gugulethu and
Khayelitsha. Gangs from city
areas were also becoming
increasingly active in rural
areas, including Worcester.

This week shootings were
reported in areas including
Bishop Lavis.

Police spokesman Andre
Traut said a 17-year-old girl
had been fatally wounded in
Jakkalsvlei Avenue late on
Thursday. A 19-year-old man
was also wounded.

Traut said no arrests had
been made and the motive for
the shooting was unknown.

Other hot spots where 
violence has picked up include

Manenberg, Hanover Park and
Bonteheuwel.

Ebrahim Abrahams of the
Hanover Park Community
Policing Forum said yesterday
that about 18 people had been
killed in the area in about three
weeks.

The Mongrels and The
Laughing Boys were appar-
ently responsible for the vio-
lence. Abrahams said five of
the fatal shootings had
stemmed from “internal poli-
tics” in the gangs.

“They give drugs to some-
one to sell, this person runs
away with the money (he
makes) and when he comes
back, they shoot him,” he said.

This week gang violence
was discussed in the provincial
legislature. 

Community Safety MEC
Dan Plato said operations tar-
geting gang violence were not
working fast enough.

“We cannot accept this situ-
ation as normal… Where is the
massive crackdown on gangs?
They shoot openly on our
streets every day,” he said. 

Plato also said police needed
to focus on the trafficking of
weapons in the province.

“As much as 35 weapons are
being confiscated per week on
the Cape Flats. How are these
guns getting on to our streets in
the first place?” he asked.

Recently, frustrated resi-
dents in gang hot spots have
taken to social media to high-
light the problems they face.

This week the Facebook
group, “WE DON’T WANT
GANGSTER IN WESTERN
CAPE,” (sic) was set up.

Another page, “Name and
Shame the Drug MERTS in
Mitchells Plain, was “liked” by
about 2 400 people.

A week ago Weekend Argus
reported that about 100 
people were shot dead in the
province every month, and
that in the first 72 hours of
this month, 18 people were
killed in shootings.

The figures showed that
1 071 people had been shot dead
in the Western Cape this year.
Based on bodies admitted to
mortuaries, they also showed
that the number of murders
involving firearms had nearly
doubled over four years.

Expanded DNA database
holds key to SA cell doors
Cold cases could be solved; the wrongfully convicted may be set free under new act

CARYN DOLLEY

COUNTLESS murderers and
rapists locked up in jails
around the country may soon
be instrumental in solving
cold cases – by being
identified as suspects in those
crimes – and other convicts
could be exonerated.

Police explained this week
that once the so-called DNA
act comes into effect, it would
allow them to take DNA
samples from convicts
imprisoned on charges of
murder, culpable homicide,
rape and sexual assault – and
these samples could link
them to other crimes.

These will be some of the
repercussions when an act
focusing on the country’s
forensic DNA database
becomes operational,
possibly as early as January.

Commonly known as the
DNA act, but officially as the
Criminal Law (Forensic
Procedures) Amendment Act
37 of 2013, it was passed into
law nearly a year ago.

There is a forensic DNA
database in the country at
present, but it is regulated by
the Criminal Procedure Act
of 1977. The new act is meant
to improve and tighten
controls dealing with it.

If President Jacob Zuma
approves the date, the act will
be effective from January 30.

The database includes
DNA profiles, which are the
results of tests on samples
from crimes scenes, some
convicted offenders and some
arrested suspects.

Joe Smith, the police’s
section head for forensic
database management,
explained the impact the act

would have. Smith said one of
the major differences under
the act was that DNA samples
could be taken from an
inmate convicted of a
schedule eight offence –
which includes murder,
culpable homicide, rape and
sexual assault.

Presently, if a sample was
not taken after a suspect was
arrested and that suspect was
subsequently convicted of a

schedule eight offence, a
sample could not be taken
after the convict was
imprisoned.

Smith said police had been
working closely with the
Correctional Services
Department so that when the
act became operational,
officers would be able to take
DNA samples from schedule
eight convicts.

“Detectives will move

from one (correctional)
facility to the next,” he said.

“There’s going to be a
definite increase in samples
that are taken… There will be
an increase in the (DNA)
profiles that we load (on to
the database).”

Smith said this would
mean there would be an
increase in opportunity for
police to link DNA samples
on the database, which
included linking suspects to
crime scenes.

He said it was expected
cold cases would be solved.

But Smith said the flipside
to this was that some convicts
could be found not to have
committed crimes they were
serving time for. The same
applied to suspects.

“It can assist to exonerate
someone from very early on,”
Smith said.

This week, Sean Davison,
who heads the Innocence
Project of South Africa, an
NGO which aims to help
wrongfully convicted
inmates, agreed that the
database had the potential to
exonerate convicts. He said
about 20 convicts from
around the country, 10 of
them from the Western Cape,
had been in touch with the
project and requested help.

ACID TEST: Lab workers will be crucial in taking DNA samples from police and storing the
samples on the National Forensic DNA Database. PICTURE: SUPPLIED

Number of serial rapists in SA ‘exceeds 1 500 by far’
CARYN DOLLEY

THERE are probably thou-
sands of serial rapists in the
country – and police may
only know of about 1 500 of
them.

While several experts
have told Weekend Argus the
number of serial rapists
linked to offences through
their DNA stood at more than

1 500, police have denied this.
About three years ago,

Gérard Labuschagne, head of
the police’s investigative psy-
chology section, was quoted
as saying there were 1 500
serial rapists on the forensic
DNA database.

Experts, who declined to
be named, said this number
was now far higher as hun-
dreds of new DNA profiles

had been added to the data-
base this year. The majority
of the rapists were yet to be
arrested. Vanessa Lynch,
founder of the DNA Project,
said she believed the figure
was higher than 1 500.

“I think the figure is
understated because I believe
criminals are repeatedly
committing crime,” she said.

But this week, Joe Smith,

the police’s section head for
forensic database manage-
ment, told Weekend Argus:
“That figure (1 500) is over-
stated.” In three months in
2012, l 447 serial rapists were
identified through their DNA.
And there were allegedly 1 000
serial rapists in Gauteng
alone in November 2013.

Samantha Waterhouse,
the University of the West-

ern Cape’s parliamentary
programme head at its
community law centre, said
she was not surprised by
these figures.

“If you think about how
the system works, a lot of
people rape and never see
any charges. And many peo-
ple who are caught for rape, it
is not the first time they have
raped,” she said.

Wits
concern
at racist
incidents
THE WITS Centre for Diversity
Studies has expressed concern
at the number of racist inci-
dents across South Africa over
the past few months.

“South Africa has not
entered a post-racial, colour-
blind era,” centre director Pro-
fessor Melissa Steyn said in a
statement.

“These incidents make it
clear that transformation is
not a linear process, and that
we should not assume that the
passage of time since the 1994
transition necessarily trans-
lates into a steady, concomitant
erosion of racism and racially
abusive behaviour.”

She highlighted some of the
incidents, including the so-
called “blackface” saga where
two white University of Preto-
ria students dressed up like
domestic workers and smeared
black paint on their faces in
August.

The university launched an
investigation into the incident
but the outcome was not yet
known.

Another incident outlined
by the centre made headlines
on Thursday.

Two white Netcare 911 para-
medics attending a road-rage
incident in Johannesburg are
accused of not attending to an
injured black man, who was
bleeding from axe wounds, and
instead only attending to the
white attacker.

After video footage of the
scene emerged, Netcare 911
suspended the two paramedics
– not for the above allegation,
but for leaving the accident
scene prematurely.

This month, another inci-
dent that made headlines
involved a white Cape Town
dentist who allegedly beat a
black gardener with a 
sjambok.

The assault case in court is
pending.

In Limpopo, an animal
clinic and an office park came
under fire after allegations of
toilet segregation emerged.
The SA Human Rights Com-
mission is investigating both
matters. – Sapa


