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New s
in brief

Grounded airline
to lay off staff
JOHANNESBURG – Tr o u b l e d
low-cost airline Velvet Sky has
started to lay off staff as it battles
with cash-flow problems, the
SABC reported yesterday.

Company chief executive Gary
Webb has refused to comment
on the matter.

The lay-offs come as the airline
is facing a liquidation application
in the Pietermaritzburg High
Court, which it is challenging.

The action was initiated by fuel
supplier BP Southern Africa after
alleging that Velvet Sky owed it
R29-million.

Last month, the airline
announced that its flights were
going to be suspended between
February 27 and March 5.

However, flights had not
resumed by yesterday. © Sapa

Cadres can fight
rhino poachers
JOHANNESBURG – The
KwaZulu-Natal Agriculture and
Environmental Affairs MEC has
proposed incorporating former
Umkhonto weSizwe cadres into
anti-poaching units, according
to a report yesterday.

Meshack Radebe said
poachers operated with military
precision and often had
great resources at their
disposal.

The department’s Jeffrey
Zikhali said many former MK
operatives were unemployed,
and were highly trained in
intelligence gathering.

So far this year, more than
100 rhinos have been poached
in South Africa. © Sapa

Monument now
a heritage site
PRETORIA – The Voortrekker
monument in Pretoria was
formally declared a national
heritage site yesterday.

“This symbolises a new era . . .
to tell the South African story and
tell it in its entirety,” Arts and
Culture Minister Paul Mashatile
said during the declaration event
at the monument.

The monument was the first
Afrikaans one in the country to be
declared a national heritage site.

Mashatile told reporters that
the Voortrekker monument had a
deep historical meaning to the
Afrikaans community. Declaring
it a national heritage site was an
important step towards
reconciliation. The event was
attended by Freedom Front Plus
leader Pieter Mulder. © Sapa

Last leg of family beach series
promises to up sporting stakes
Yolandé Stander
WEEKEND POST REPORTER
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WEEKEND Post Ocean Rac-
ing Series race leaders have
one more shot at gold as the
series reaches its climax next
week.

Organiser Mike Zoetmulder
from Zports said in the swim-
ming category, overall stand-
ings for the men’s class were
mostly a “done deal”, but the
women would be fighting it
out until the last second to de-
termine who season seven’s
champion would be.

“Participants in the series
have one more opportunity
next weekend to stake a claim
at winning the sought-after
overall series champion
medals,” he said.

In the Dis-Chem long course
event, swum over 2km and
3km this season, only two
points separate leaders Tam-
my Geyer, Adri Louw and
Chrislie Niehaus for the over-

all women’s title. “Louw, how-
ever, has the advantage of be-
ing able to claim maximum
points from her last race,”
Zoetmulder said.

“Wayne Jones in the men’s
class has secured a full house
of points to claim the men’s se-
ries trophy ahead of PJ Duffy,
Siegfried Lokotsch and Jona-
than Roux. They will have to
wait
until
the fi-
nal
event
to de-
cide the
remain -
ing positions on the podium.”

In the Dis-Chem 1km ocean
swim category, siblings Jason
and Daniel Jones have
snatched the top two posi-
tions. Joshua Bellair and Gio-
vanni Falco will do battle for
the final podium position.

In the women’s class in this
category Lauren Billson has al-
ready claimed the top spot with
Chantelle O’Kennedy, Natalie

Billson, Carmel Billson and
Michelle Elfick vying for the re-
maining podium positions.

“In the age group categories
it is still wide open with the
exception of Gavin Moore hav-
ing won the 40-49 men’s cate-
gory, Terence Adam and Glen-
da Lee Thomas the 50-59 age
group category and Conal
Turner the 60 years and older

group.”
On the
beach,
injury
to se-
ries leg-
end
Mari-

nus Johnson halfway through
destroyed his chances of de-
fending his overall series title,
which he has won for the past
five years.

“Johnson missed four of the
races, resulting in Antonio Sec-
onds claiming the overall Var-
sity College 5km beach run ti-
tle. Masters runner Margie
Saunders claimed the ladies’ ti -
tle ahead of Lee-Anne Collyer

while Sharon Wilson, Belinda
Cole and Natalie Parry will
fight it out for honours in the
40-49 age group category.”

Colin Korkie and Johan Fer-
reira have had an epic battle
during the Varsity College
5km beach walk, with Korkie
coming out on top this season
and Sweta Das taking the wo-
men’s series title.

Zoetmulder said in the ea-
gerly contested Kingfisher FM
kids 1km beach run/walk,
Nicholas Kingston would take
the overall title from Brad
Breetzke and Adam Grosse,
while Kayla Ferreira would
take the girls’ title from Jade
Voigt and Courtney Wood.

The final event takes place
at Hobie Beach next Sunday,
with registration from 7.30am.

“There will be a thank-you
function for participants at
News Cafe from 11.30am
where the overall series cham-
pions will be honoured. Enter-
tainment and lucky draw
prizes are being arranged,”
Zoetmulder said.

Puffadders, worms
outrage residents
SNAKE IN THE GRASS: Owner unrepentant as
overgrown erf blamed for slimy visitors
Shaun Gillham
WEEKEND POST REPORTER
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THE owner of a large tract of over-
grown land in Nelson Mandela
Bay’s western suburbs is under
fire from angry residents who
claim their properties are being
overrun by snakes breeding in the
area.

Some residents even claim bags
of snakes from the area are being
thrown over their walls.

Outraged Glenroy Place resident
Janine Gardiner has embarked on
a campaign to have the large tract
of land, Erf 185, cleaned up after va-
grants recently threw a bag con-
taining three puffadders “of about
a metre in length” over her wall.

A number of residents ap-
proached reported finding snakes –
mostly puffadders – on their prop-
erties. Another problem, they say,
is the daily invasion of thousands
of worms resembling centipedes
which get into their homes.

“I have been fighting since 2008
to have this land cleared up and it
has been very difficult. I have now
started a petition and have already
spoken to 20 people who are eager
to sign and are fed up with the
snakes, the worms, the vagrants
and the crime and fire hazard this
property presents,” said Gardiner.

“During a late afternoon recent-
ly I saw two vagrants throwing a
plastic bag over my wall. It con-
tained three metre-long puff-
adders.

Gardiner has had to spray pes-
ticide on all her windows and doors
at night to keep worms at bay.

“My son woke up screaming four
times last Saturday night because
they were on his face.”

Johannes van der Merwe con-
firmed he was the owner of Erf 185
and had been so for more than 10
years.

“The municipality is not clearing
and maintaining its land, so I will
not clear mine. I have written

many letters to the municipality
and I get no reply. The municipal-
ity must do their duties before I do
mine,” he said.

Resident Emlyn Baartzes said he
recently killed two puffadders in
his yard as well as a night adder
which got into his home.

“Our home seems to bear the
brunt of these problems as we are
in a cul-du-sac bordering both the
vacant property and a piece of land
belonging to nature conservation.
We have been invaded by hun-
dreds of worms and some very
strange insects and have lots of
other things like meerkats and oth-
er animals coming into our drains
and onto our property.

“We’ve been trying to have this
sorted out for about 10 years now.”

Ward 8 DA councillor Gustav

Rautenbach revealed this week
that he had 95 properties in his
ward alone which were the focus of
complaints.

“I will be tabling a motion in
council, which will primarily be di-
rected at the public health depart-
ment which is clearly not perform-
ing,” said Rautenbach.

He confirmed the problems
around Erf 185.

“Since I am getting no assistance
from the health department who
should be sending out inspectors
and helping to address this, I have
taken a new approach,” he said.

“By law, there are supposed to be
firebreaks in such land cases as
they pose fire risks. This case is at
the fire department which is now in
the process of forwarding the issue
to its legal department.”

WINNING RECIPE: Boardwalk News Cafe staff (from left) Christy Lameck, Lindy Nel and Alewis Koba are getting ready for the Weekend
Post Ocean Racing Series prize-giving function at the venue next Sunday after the final race PHOTOGRAPH: MIKE HOLMES

LITTLE HELP: Irate Glenroy Place resident Janine Gardiner and her dog Bullet
in front of a dilapidated fence which is meant to keep vagrants and criminals
out of a massive tract of undeveloped, overgrown, privately owned land

PHOTOGRAPH: MIKE HOLMES

Call for urgent action on DNA database
Shaanaaz de Jager
WEEKEND POST REPORTER
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JUST 20 years ago DNA
analysis was only just be-
ginning to be recognised
as a viable method of
solving crimes.

Today the practice is
not only the preserve of
forensics experts but
communities who need to
be aware of how DNA is
collected.

This week Cape
Town-based non-profit
organisation DNA Pro-
ject, facilitated by Busi-
ness Against Crime East-
ern Cape, conducted a
two-day crime scene
awareness workshop in
Nelson Mandela Bay.

Held at the Protea Ho-
tel Marine in Port Eliza-
beth, it was attended by
members of the police,
community policing fo-
rums, security compa-
nies, emergency rescue
services and municipal
traffic and fire depart-

ments. Similar work-
shops are also being held
in other provinces.

The DNA Project
(DNAP) has been lobby-
ing the state to expand
the current use of DNA
evidence in conjunction
with establishing a natio-
nal DNA criminal intelli-
gence database.

DNAP founder and ex-
ecutive director Vanessa
Lynch said the organisa-
tion did not have access
to the national database
but was trying to pres-
sure government to
change legislation to in-
crease the size and scope
of the state-held data-
base.

This was necessary “so
it can be used for criminal
intelligence as well as on
a case-by-case basis”.

She added: “Forensic
DNA evidence plays a vi-
tal role in criminal inves-
tigations.”

The DNA Project is al-
so lobbying for the Crim-
inal Law (Forensic Proce-
dures) Amendment Bill

B2-2009 (also referred to
as the “DNA Bill”) which
was drafted and adopted
by cabinet in December

2008. The DNA Bill, still
under review by parlia-
ment, “seeks to address
gaps in our current legis-

lation dealing with the
collection, storage and
use of DNA evidence”.

Lynch left her career as

an attorney in 2005 to run
DNAP full time after her
father was murdered du-
ring a robbery in 2004.

Realising the vital role
DNA evidence could play
in investigating crime,
she began lobbying to ex-
pand the existing DNA
database in South Africa.

Lynch said there was
only “one chance to col-
lect evidence at a crime
scene which, if lost, is lost
forever”.

“We are not trying to
teach people how to be-
come crime scene inves-
tigating officers.

“The core message is
not to touch evidence.

“The importance is to
learn to preserve and
protect a crime scene, so
forensic experts are able
to collect uncontaminat-
ed evidence by the time
they get to the crime
scene,” she said.

For instance, Lynch
said, victims of sexual as-
sault should not change
their clothes, shower or
wash any part of their

bodies until DNA evi-
dence had been collected.

“A rape victim should
visit a registered medical
doctor or forensic nurse
examiner immediately
after the assault for treat-
ment of any injuries and
for the collection of foren-
sic evidence.”

At crime scenes where
a murder had occurred,
she said the area should
be demarcated to prevent
entry.

“It is better to demar-
cate a larger area first
which could be made
smaller if necessary.

“In this way, evidence
which may be found in
the outer proximity of the
crime scene will not be in-
advertently lost or con-
taminated.

“Use any kind of phys-
ical barrier to cordon off
the scene if barrier tape
is not available,” Lynch
said.

❑ For more informa-
tion on forthcoming
workshops e-mail:

i n f o @ d n a p ro j e c t . c o . z a

FIGHTING CRIME: DNA Project founder and executive director Vanessa Lynch was in
Port Elizabeth to launch the Eastern Cape’s first DNA awareness campaign
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Ducks held in cruel conditions
to produce paté confiscated

Man creates own pharaoh tomb
MIAMI – A Florida man
has created his own
Egyptian sarcophagus –
and plans to be
mummified before he is
put in it when he dies.

Fred Guentert, 89, from
Orlando, has spent a
quarter of a century
making the 135kg,
2.1-metre-long tomb out of
prime cedar wood.

He crafted the casket by
teaching himself expert
carpentry skills from
scratch and studying
ancient Egyptian designs.

Painted in the royal
colours of the ancient

Pharaohs, Guentert plans
to be placed inside his
macabre labour of love
when his number’s up.

“This has been a great
hobby and I am almost
finished,” he said. “I do
have one last wish before I
am placed into the box;
that everyone makes sure
I am dead before they
close it.”

Guentert says his life-
long fascination with
ancient Egypt stems from
being born in 1922, the
year Howard Carter
discovered King
Tu t a n k h a m e n ’s tomb.

“I feel it was fate and it’s
given me a lifelong
fascination with ancient
Egypt. I even visited Egypt
ten years ago to see the
ancient antiquities.”

The retired Florida
postal worker says he has
the full support of his wife
Joyce, 73, in his unique
e n d e av o u r.

“If he starts getting
under my feet I tell him to
go off to his workshop and
work on his box,” she said.

“It is odd to talk about
the coffin he will be buried
in, but ancient Egypt is his
passion.” © Ananova

EGYPTIAN
FA S C I N AT I O N :
Fred Guentert
and his wife
Joyce, from
Orlando,
Florida, with
the
sarcophagus
in which he
plans to be
interred after
being
mummified
upon his
d e at h

JOHANNESBURG – A
number of Muscovy
ducks have been taken
from a farm in Lichten-
burg, North West,
where a pâté was being
produced from their liv-
ers, the National Coun-
cil of SPCAs (NSPCA)
said yesterday.

The ducks were found
in cages too small for
them to stand up in or
stretch their wings, said
NSPCA senior inspector
Grace de Lange.

Inspectors also found
a machine used to me-
chanically force-feed the
ducks to enlarge their
livers for the production
of pâté de foie gras.

“This is how these
ducks were living and
this would continue for
several weeks, until
their livers had become

extremely enlarged,”
she said. “There is no
humane way to produce
pâté de foie gras.” A re-
port on the condition of
the ducks was being
compiled and the SPCA

would lay criminal
charges against the
farmers next week.

“An appeal is made to
everyone – restaura-
teurs, caterers, chefs,
the public and media – to

be aware of how this
pâté is produced and to
come forward with any
information relating to
any local or alleged local
production,” he said.

© Sapa

THE LUCKY
ONES:
M u s c ov y
ducks like
these have
been rescued
from being
held in small
cages

CLASSIFIEDS
DON’T

COST . . .
THEY PAY!__________________________

WHAT’S ON AND WHERE - Phone 041-504 7174

ECKANKAR
Presents

a Free Workshop:
DREAM 

HEALING AND HELP
IN EVERYDAY LIFE

on Sunday, 
March 18, 2012

at 10:30
For more info call

083-409-5640

HOT 
DISCOUNT

SUNGLASSES
OPPOSITE MUGG &

BEAN, GREENACRES

50% OFF ALL 2012
RAYBAN AND OAKLEY

SUNGLASSES
ALL STOCK MUST GO!!

Up to 70% Off 
All Brands
Phone 

(041) 363-0292

Bloomingdales
Nursery

145 Main Rd, Walmer
Call:

(041) 581-5117
OUR WINTER

SEEDLINGS HAVE
ARRIVED!

Pansies and Viola’s -
R19,95

Stunning Vygies from
R18,95

Osteospermum R26,95
Crotons from R45,95

ADVERTISERS
PLEASE NOTE:

THE ADVERTISING
DEPARTMENT OF 
THE HERALD AND
WEEKEND POST 
WILL BE CLOSED 
ON WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 21, 2012 
(Human Rights

Day)
PLEASE NOTE:

DEADLINES FOR
THURSDAY 

MARCH 22, 2012
Tuesday, 
March 19

Teleads 12 noon
Cash - 11am

Fax, email - 11am
PHONE TELEADS 

(041) 504-7174/
(041) 504-7444

GERMAN CLUB
AUSTRALIAN 

GRAND PRIX STARTS
SUNDAY 8AM

BREAKFAST FROM 7AM

EVERYBODY WELCOME
TO VISIT OUR 

RESTAURANT OR BEER
GARDEN FOR A DRINK
OR GENUINE GERMAN
FOOD AT REASONABLE

PRICES. SUNDAY LUNCH
A LA CARTE MENU

ENQUIRE NOW ABOUT
OUR MARCH

SKITTLES SPECIALS

MARCH VENUE HIRE
SPECIAL FOR OUR

MAIN HALL - USE OUR
CATERING AND GET

THE VENUE FOR FREE

(041) 367-2791

ADVERTISERS
PLEASE NOTE:

THE ADVERTISING
DEPARTMENT OF 
THE HERALD AND
WEEKEND POST 
WILL BE CLOSED 
ON WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 21, 2012 
(Human Rights

Day)
PLEASE NOTE:

DEADLINES FOR
THURSDAY 

MARCH 22, 2012
Tuesday, 
March 19

Teleads 12 noon
Cash - 11am

Fax, email - 11am
PHONE TELEADS 

(041) 504-7174/
(041) 504-7444

GREENWOOD
PRIMARY
SCHOOL
ADMISSIONS

FOR 2013
ARE NOW BEING

CONSIDERED  
Ë Pre-Primary to Grade 7
Ë Progressive and exciting

Curriculum.
Ë Computer education.
Ë Remedial assistance.
Ë Music tuition offered in

Piano, Woodwind, Brass
and Marimbas

Ë Excellent sporting 
facilities.

Ë Afternoon Care
Facilities.

INTERVIEWS WILL BE
CONDUCTED.

Application forms can
be collected as from  

April 10, 2012.

Phone:
(041) 585-4142

Fax:
(041) 585-1066

Email: admin@
greenwoodschool.co.za

CLOSING DATE: 
May 25, 2012

MINI WAREHOUSES
BRICK BUILT

International Storage
Standards

FROM R400
24 HOUR ACCESS

24 HOUR SECURITY
(ALTAS SECURITY)

STORE-IT-ALL
AT THE AIRPORT

(041) 581-0904

IT STUDENT
SEEKS WORK

If you need your 
internet or e-mail set
up, and for any other

computer related
problems, call me on

083-651-1127


