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Strauss & Co holds the record for the highest 

price ever achieved for a South African 

painting, Irma Stern’s Gladioli, R13 368 000.

Strauss & Co. is by turnover, expertise and 

experience the leading auction house for 

South African paintings worldwide.

Our record breaking prices have set new 

standards and fed confi dence and positivity 

in the South African art market.

Forthcoming art auction in Cape Town 7 March 

2011, entries close end December 2010.
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Wondering what your artworks are worth? Visit www.straussart.co.za
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Jacob Hendrik Pierneef, Koringlande, Agter Paarl
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Irma Stern, Gladioli
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Maggie Laubser, Flamingos on the BeachStanley Pinker, The Wheel of Life

SA way
behind on
DNA files
World’s crime-fighters
stunned by lax progress
HELEN BAMFORD

INTERNATIONAL crime fight-
ers attending a recent confer-
ence in France were stunned to
hear that in a country with one
of the highest rates of violent
crime in the world, South
African MPs were dragging
their heels over legislation
which would allow DNA to be
collected from arrestees and
convicts.

South Africa has just 123 000
DNA profiles on its database,
compared with 6.8 million in
the US and 7.7 million in
Europe. 

These databases operate in a
similar way to a fingerprint
database, allowing forensic
experts to compare informa-
tion on the database with that
found at a crime scene. Cur-
rently, in South Africa DNA
samples can be taken from peo-
ple only with their permission.

Vanessa Lynch, executive
director and founder of the
DNA Project, gave a presenta-
tion to delegates from more
than 50 countries at the Inter-
national DNA User’s Confer-
ence at the Interpol headquar-
ters in Lyon last month.

Lynch showed delegates
photographs of thousands of
rape kits lying in South African
laboratories – each represent-
ing a victim – which could wait
indefinitely to be processed
unless a suspect had been iden-
tified and then only when a
state prosecutor signed off the
sample to have it processed for
a DNA profile.

She also gave a personal
account of what happened
when her father John was mur-
dered in Johannesburg in 2004
during an armed robbery.

Despite there having been a
tremendous struggle, meaning
the perpetrator’s  DNA would
have been left at the scene, no
DNA evidence was saved.

“My father’s clothes were
thrown away at the hospital
and the neighbours washed
away all the blood because they
didn’t want us to see it. The
police even threw away the bot-
tle that the murderers had been
drinking brandy and Coke
from in the back garden.”

Lynch said that some dele-
gates, including professional
crime fighters, had been in
tears during her presentation.
“It made me realise just how
desensitised we are to crime in
South Africa.”

Lynch, who previously
worked as an attorney, has been
lobbying for legislation to allow
every arrested person and con-
victed offender to be on a DNA

data base. The legislation has
been sitting before a parlia-
mentary committee for more
than two years. She said mem-
bers of the police portfolio
committee had been planning
to visit Canada and Britain this
month to see how their systems
worked before giving the bill
the green light.

“But Dianne Kohler
Barnard, a member of the com-
mittee, told me the correct
forms were not filled out for the
trip by an official, so it had
been delayed till January.”

Lynch said that phase one of
the Criminal Law (Forensic
Procedures) Bill was adopted

by Parliament in March and
gazetted last week, but that
phase 2 – on DNA – appeared to
have been put on hold until
after the overseas trip.

“The main gist of phase one
of the bill is to allow the police
access to the fingerprint data-
bases of the Department of
Home Affairs, the Department
of Transport or any depart-
ment of state in the national
sphere of government. But
while it has been promulgated,
it is not yet in operation and the
date of commencement must
still be proclaimed by the pres-
ident in the Government
Gazette.” 

Lynch said organisations
such as the Human Rights
Commission had raised con-
cerns relating to issues such as
invasion of privacy and how
long the information would be
kept if a person was arrested
but found not guilty. 

But they accepted that the
profile did not contain any pri-
vate information and that it
was acceptable for that profile
to be on the database, provided
the person had been found
guilty. But just as DNA found at
a crime scene could be used to
convict someone, it could also
be used to rule out a suspect.

helen.bamford@inl.co.za

Support for programme
PICK N PAY and the World
Wide Fund for Nature have
signed a partnership agree-
ment to support WWF’s Sus-
tainable Fisheries Programme
(SFP).

“The three-year partnership
agreement is worth a total of
R6.1 million and aims to
restore at least half the over-
exploited fish stocks to sustain-
ably managed levels, while
maintaining or improving the
state of other stocks, through
the application of an ecosystem
approach to fisheries and
reducing the impacts of
destructive fishing practices to
acceptable levels,” they said in
a statement yesterday.

The SFP addresses ways in
which fish are caught and
traded.

In respect of how they are
caught, the WWF works
directly with the fishing indus-
try through the Southern
African Sustainable Seafood

Initiative (Sassi), and restau-
rants, chefs and consumers are
engaged with regard to trading.

Morné du Plessis, chief
executive officer of WWF in
South Africa, said Pick n Pay’s
support was likely to boost the
promotion  of sustainable con-
sumerism.

“Consumers have realised
that they wield enormous
power in driving the way natu-
ral resources are utilised,” he
said.

Pick n Pay CEO Nick Bad-
minton said that as one of the
country’s largest retailers, it
could not ignore the fact that
seafood was inextricably linked
to food security and that it pro-
vided the primary source of
food or income for 2.6 billion
people globally.

“It is no secret that con-
sumers drive trends and as
the country’s greenest
retailer, we believe it is our
duty to assist them in making

informed purchasing deci-
sions,” he said.

It supported WWF’s aim to
restore at least half of the over-
exploited fish stocks to sustain-
ably managed levels, while
maintaining or improving the
state of other stocks.

Sassi has developed a three-
level colour classification guide
to help consumers determine
which species they should
avoid.

The red group includes
unsustainable species as well
as those that are illegal to sell.
Orange includes species that
have associated reasons for
concern. Green is the group
from which people are encour-
aged to choose.

The Sassi FishMs service at
079 499 8795 indicates a fish on
the red, orange or green list.

Information is also avail-
able on their website
www.wwf.org.za/sassi and
mobisite wwfsassi.mobi – Sapa

Ocean reserve to try to halt
decimation of world fish stock
TANYA WATERWORTH 

IT IS a cruel and terrifying fact
that global fisheries are killing
most of the life in the oceans –
and at the current rate of
slaughter it is not a case of “if”
the seas empty, but “when”.

It is against this looming
disaster that a multimillion-
rand project to protect the
world’s largest marine reserve,
in the Indian Ocean, was
announced recently in Durban. 

Swiss pharmaceutical bil-
lionaire Ernesto Bertarelli has
pledged £3.5 million (R38m) to
fund the policing of the UK’s
Marine Protected Area around
Chagos Island in the Indian
Ocean.

His generosity was triggered
while watching the
documentary End of Line,
which highlights the bleak real-
ity of the world’s declining
marine life, and which caused a
storm across Europe and Amer-
ica following its recent release
there.

The reserve covers
400 000km2 and includes a “no
take” reserve, banning all com-

mercial fishing. 
In an interview with The

Independent on Saturday, envi-
ronmentalist and driving force
behind the documentary,
Charles Clover said the British
government was currently in
funding talks with Bertarelli
and the Blue Marine Founda-
tion (of which Clover is a
founding member).

Presenting a short clip on
the film at the uShaka Marine
World, Clover, who is also a
journalist with The Times in
London, said alarm bells
regarding overfishing began in
the late 1980s. 
“The official statistics said wild
fish catches were going up, but
then it came to attention that
the figures were biologically
impossible.

“It is not a case of if fish
stocks will collapse, but a ques-
tion of when. It’s inevitable
unless something urgent is

done,” he said. 
Bluefin tuna, used for sushi

and regarded as one of the
most expensive and sought-
after fish, is one species which
has all but disappeared. 

“It has become an industry
out of control, with an infa-
mous minority of people mak-
ing millions and millions by
decimating a species,” said
Clover. 

Since the release of End of

the Line, British celebrity 
chef Jamie Oliver has removed
bluefin tuna from his menu,
with many other restaurants
following suit, while celebri-
ties such as Charlize Theron,
Sienna Miller, Sting, Woody
Harrelson and Stephen Fry
have thrown their weight
behind the Blue Marine 
Foundation, as has Prince
Charles.

Clover said the documen-
tary was not intended to stop
people from eating fish, but to
choose responsibly which fish
they should eat. 

End of the Line opens in cin-
emas next week. 

● See Jelly Bean Journal
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FINDING THE PERPETRATOR: Vanessa Lynch says a DNA database of people who have been
arrested and convicted criminals will help reduce crime. PICTURE: CHRISTIAN LOUW

IDENTIKIT: A sample is used to
extract a DNA profile at the
Biology Unit in Delft.


